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Verify Committee has been approved 
by reviewing your Unofficial Transcript 

through Wolverine Access 
https://wolverineaccess.umich.edu/ 

6 months prior to Pre-Defense review 

Review Rackham Format Guidelines in The Dissertation 
Handbook:  http://www.rackham.umich.edu/downloads/oard-

dissertation-handbook.pdf 

Review Dissertation Formatting Checklist: 
http://www.rackham.umich.edu/downloads//Dissertation-

Formatting-Checklist.pdf 

Register for the required Pre-
defense review with Rackham, at 
least 3 weeks before the defense. 
https://secure.rackham.umich.edu/

OARD/predef/ 

Distribute the 
dissertation and abstract 
to committee members 
at least 10 working days 
prior to the Oral Defense 

Use the Doctoral Degree 
Worksheet in Wolverine 

Access Student Center to 
verify that the Committee 

Certificate has been 
completed 

 

View Wolverine Access 3 days prior to 
the Oral defense to confirm that 

dissertation evaluations have been 
received from ALL committee 

members.  Follow up with committee 
members as needed. 

Oral Defense of 
Dissertation 

Complete any 
changes/corrections

/revisions to 
Dissertation as 

required by 
Chair/Co-Chair 

Print Oral Report form 
from web after receiving e-

mail that it is ready to 
print, and take to Oral 
Defense to be signed 

Use the Doctoral 
Degree Worksheet in 

Wolverine Access 
Student Center to verify 

the Final Oral Exam 
Report has been 

returned to Rackham
 

Complete online submission of final dissertation 
(PDF) and abstract (text). Note that revisions 

and re-submission may be required.  Follow up 
with any additional outstanding requirements.  

All requirements must be submitted and 
approved by Rackham OARD no later than 

5:00pm on the deadline day.   

Students are encouraged to submit the dissertation 
to ProQuest/UMI at the time of the post-defense 
meeting, unless requesting an embargo on the 

dissertation 

Apply for graduation for doctoral degree 
through Wolverine Access 

Complete online Survey of Earned 
Doctorates 

https:/sed-ncses.org

Register for Post-defense review with Rackham 
https://secure.rackham.umich.edu/OARD/postdef/  

referencing doctoral deadlines at 
https://rackham.umich.edu/navigating-your-

degree/doctoral-degree-deadlines/ 

and 

and 

Doctoral degree 
completed 

Doctoral 
degree 

Conferred 12 10 13 11 9 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Degrees are conferred by the University of Michigan Board of Regents three times a 
year. You may participate in commencement on or after the conferral date when all 
requirements have been completed 

Commencement information is available at http://www.commencement.umich.edu 
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